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WDR: Developing countries more 

vulnerable to climate change

Â Developing countries will bear 75 -80% of the 
costs of climate change

Â A 2 ° C (the minimum likely increase) could lead 
to reductions of GDP of 4 -5% for Africa and 
South Asia

Â Losses driven by agriculture: given current 
production practices and crops, agricultural 
yields predicted to fall by 15% in 2050 in SSA

Â Current financing for adaptation and mitigation 
is less than 5 percent of what may be needed 
annually by 2030



Africaôs contribution to GHG 

emissions is small



But Africa will be severely affected 

by climate change

Â Will compound existing developmental challenges  
(poverty, lack of health care, water, food 
security, energy scarcity, conflict areas, political 
instability)

Â Damage urban infrastructure and delay efforts to 
construct/rebuild 
electricity/energy, transportation, telecom 
networks; buildings

Â Africa more dependent on ecosystems and natural 
capital for production in climate -sensitive sectors

ÅTwo - thirds of surface area is desert or dry land

Â Rain - fed agriculture contributes > 20 percent of 
GDP (excluding South Africa)



African countries financially vulnerable to 

extreme weather events

Source: World Development Report 2010



Africa vs. other regions:

Climate vulnerability and social capacity

Source: World Development Report 2010


